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When it comes to selling pearls, Dyann 
Smith is more likely to blind you 

with science than overwhelm you with 
marketing speak.

The savvy retailer has been known to X-ray and cut 
open her pearls to study their quality and she’s happy 
to show customers the results.

The owner of Raw Pearls, at Hyde Park, comes 
from an academic background and was a lecturer in 
mathematics before opening the shop a year ago.

She wasn’t looking for a career change or even 
thinking about a business when she fi rst started 
looking at pearls.

On a quest to buy pearls for her mother’s 70th birthday, 
she was disappointed with the options in Adelaide 
and eventually bought them overseas, surprising 
herself with the high quality of the purchase.

Excited by what she had learned along the way, she 
decided to open her own shop and try to educate 
customers about the quality of pearls.

“I come from an educational philosophy, so I have 
a different philosophy to many in retail,” she says. 
“I’ve set this shop up as a consumer.”

Since then Dyann has “immersed” herself in pearls and 

taken on any study in the area, including an intensive 

weekend course in Sydney and a Graduate Diploma 

in London.

“Lustre is the most important quality and you can 

feel that,” she says.

In all there are seven factors determining the 

quality, value and beauty of pearls - size, shape, 

colour, lustre, surface quality, nacre quality 

and matching.

Raw Pearls has about 3000 pearls on the premises 

at any one time, and all have been carefully selected 

by Dyann. They include freshwater, Akoya and South 

Sea in various hues - the largest are just under 2cm.

The pearls are evaluated by Kym Hughes, 

president of the National Council of Jewellery 

Valuers, and the jewellery is made by 

Christopher Green.

In line with her education philosophy, Dyann is setting 

up her website to be a forum where people can ask 

questions about pearls. She has also been running 

wine, cheese and pearl appreciation evenings. 

MOTHER OF PEARLS

For more information, 
phone 8357-2550 or visit 
www.rawpearls.com.au

Dyann Smith has a growing 
appreciation of pearls

Balancing Heritage Conservation 
with Sustainable Development…

A unique opportunity to hear world-leaders in the fi elds of urban design, urban regeneration 
and sustainable development discuss the challenges associated with balancing sustainable 
development and heritage conservation, using examples from around the world.
• Professor Steffen Lehmann   |  space laboratory for architectural  research and design
• Dr John Montogomery  |  Urban Cultures
• Jason Schultz  | danvers schulz holland
•  Kevin Taylor  |  Taylor Cullity Lethlean
• Marcus Rolfe |  Urban and Regional Planning Solutions (Facilitator)
Choose from two feature events:
> Monday 8 October :  FREE PUBLIC FORUM 
Professor Steffen Lehmann   |   Dr John Montogomery
Venue:  Norwood Concert Hall     |    Cost:  Free     |    Time:   7pm – 9pm
> Tuesday 9 October :  BREAKFAST SEMINAR
Professor Steffen Lehmann  |  Dr John Montogomery  |  Jason Schultz  |   Kevin Taylor    
Venue:  Norwood Concert Hall     |    Cost:  $44 inc. GST      |      Time:   7.15am – 10.15am
Register by phoning Kate McCann on 8366 4562.
Plus a free Q & A SESSION on Tuesday 9 October  
Heritage Buildings and Development - Your Questions Answered
Venue:  Don Pyatt Hall, Norwood Town Hall      |      Time:   7.30pm – 8.30pm      |     Cost:  Free       
Bookings for Public Forum and Q&A session would be appreciated to 8366 4562. 
For full program details including guest speaker profi les visit www.npsp.sa.gov.au.
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